
 
 
 
Good morning,
 
Please see below/attached for information and resources related to your work with older youth.
 

OCYF Trauma Team Tip Sheet (attached)
YAB Blast Newsletter
2026 SWAN/IL Spring Quarterly Meetings
All-Star College Scholarship Now Open
Protecting Access to SNAP for Youth Aging Out of Foster Care: Critical Strategies for State
Implementation

 
The Winter Blast Youth Newsletter brings you the latest updates, activities, and celebrations
happening this season! 
 
As we move through this season, let’s make it a time when youth voices rise bold, clear, and impossible
to ignore. When young people speak with purpose, systems shift, communities grow, and real change
takes root.
 
Welcome to the YAB Winter BLAST.

https://www.payab.pitt.edu/files/BlastNewsletterWinter26.pdf


 

Information regarding the 2026 SWAN/IL Spring Quarterly
Meetings is below. Please read the information carefully. 

 
2026 SWAN/IL Spring Quarterly Meetings
 

https://www.payab.pitt.edu/files/BlastNewsletterWinter26.pdf
https://www.payab.pitt.edu/files/BlastNewsletterWinter26.pdf


Pre-registration is required and can be done by clicking the
registration links below.

Dear Colleagues,

The Office of Children, Youth and Families (OCYF), the prime contractor for
the Statewide Adoption and Permanency Network (SWAN), and the
Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center's Independent Living Project
(IL) are pleased to announce the agenda for the 2026 SWAN/IL Spring
Quarterly Meetings. They will be held in April throughout the state; please
see the invitation link for dates and locations. The meetings will be in-
person, except for the April 23, 2026 session, which will be held virtually.
SWAN affiliates are required to attend quarterly meetings, whether in-
person or virtually. We also invite and encourage each county's children and
youth agency to attend, including caseworkers, supervisors and
administrators.

The morning general session of the 2026 SWAN/IL Spring Quarterly
Meetings is titled Permanency is a Team Sport. This session highlights the
importance of a collaborative approach to permanency and examines how
unified efforts contribute to stronger outcomes for youth. Participants will
explore the mission of the Statewide Adoption and Permanency Network,
learn about the roles and contributions of network members, and review
examples of how collaboration within the network has strengthened
permanency outcomes for older youth. Participants will leave with a
renewed understanding that permanency cannot be achieved by any single
entity and that effective teamwork is essential to successful permanency
efforts.

Following the general session, we are pleased to offer a comprehensive
agenda of three concurrent sessions in the afternoon. Please review the
session descriptions accompanying the invitation. Approval of continuing
education credit provided through co-sponsorship with the University of
Pittsburgh School of Social Work, a Pennsylvania preapproved provider of
social work continuing education, is pending. The SWAN prime contractor
will also issue certificates of training that can be credited toward the 20
hours of annual training required for all county children and youth
caseworkers.

To register, click on the link(s) below. We look forward to seeing you as we
continue to network for permanency on behalf of Pennsylvania's children.



Teresa Musser
Director of SWAN &
IL Unit Supervisor
Division of Programs
Department of Human
Services/OCYF

Shari VanderGast
President &
Chief Executive Officer
Diakon
SWAN Prime Contractor

 

cc: Tammy Hendrix, DSW, SWAN Program Administrator, Voce

Click the location below to register:

Clarion Quarterly - April 7, 2026

Green Tree Quarterly - April 8, 2026

Philadelphia Quarterly - April 14, 2026

Lansdale Quarterly - April 15, 2026

Harrisburg Quarterly - April 21, 2026

Virtual Quarterly- April 23, 2026

Scranton Quarterly - April 29, 2026

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcvent.me%2F77DBPQ&data=05%7C02%7Cwah8%40pitt.edu%7C0909431a32834ddd0a3208de8e88f907%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C639104916610279827%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2WFJuXiN9W1qX1ROcuo7w9jgslzoC2ejsEPRCu5AK7o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcvent.me%2FLaQgLm&data=05%7C02%7Cwah8%40pitt.edu%7C0909431a32834ddd0a3208de8e88f907%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C639104916610300352%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jL%2BS77zjPKxgEgGfe1kbkOIVklSIMynCbGkMfztWdUo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcvent.me%2F5BDdra&data=05%7C02%7Cwah8%40pitt.edu%7C0909431a32834ddd0a3208de8e88f907%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C639104916610320562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a8QgI9DZEkEU5UTdEXbwMqW%2FNieptVBoog5zEKpo0hY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcvent.me%2FEaMXMy&data=05%7C02%7Cwah8%40pitt.edu%7C0909431a32834ddd0a3208de8e88f907%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C639104916610338957%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2yp8spVZpER7PEtFv19PJtb5pAfwkZzd303Dn5HRmgY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcvent.me%2FkdRdDk&data=05%7C02%7Cwah8%40pitt.edu%7C0909431a32834ddd0a3208de8e88f907%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C639104916610358103%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ulngx3bNKoXT8ai5X6%2FVVrJZloiGvtJk4t%2FJhQRQTQU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcvent.me%2FGakoLX&data=05%7C02%7Cwah8%40pitt.edu%7C0909431a32834ddd0a3208de8e88f907%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C639104916610376930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2QtOl07jIpTWjEYPqtmKu1wkFXK7gWKt6xEFx49cdwA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcvent.me%2Fb2lByr&data=05%7C02%7Cwah8%40pitt.edu%7C0909431a32834ddd0a3208de8e88f907%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C639104916610395826%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cBLoLXZJM%2Fua7ik6GiNg6S2Ji3dukjFLOfK%2BSQZVKI0%3D&reserved=0


Voce on Behalf of the SWAN Prime Contract

Toll Free: 888-793-2512

Direct: 717-236-8490

www.diakon-swan.org

This email message and any attachments transmitted with it may contain
confidential information and are intended only for the individual(s) to whom
the message is addressed. If you have received this email message in
error, please notify the sender by reply email and delete it from your
system; you should not distribute or copy this email message or its
contents. Any views or opinions presented in this email message are solely
those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of SWAN or its
affiliates.

 
All-Star College Scholarship Now Open
 
For Adopted Youth

 

 

ALL-STAR SCHOLARSHIP IS
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.diakon-swan.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cwah8%40pitt.edu%7C0909431a32834ddd0a3208de8e88f907%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C639104916610415359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vVyd5UFd3p6fiSWVa0%2BnLByJT0On6zuJw7IKX1M3YQQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzuoy7kbab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yO4NORX8NjCCrN427G4Ed1XUZGkls96-KZLev9ditZn3QZV67pJrWAJbTOsCLQux1wSbwD1xU3k3n8kd07QlYltel8FVHXciaUs_NXXReYp6-nFiYLWftbZyctxszZbyXyYco6sZaYgOuF-zjykZotHWCwWcUokSMuhwnH7lf7pi4qWb4eFklL-PSnzjHFxK4_1LGzIe0kO1URDubUiDeA%3D%3D%26c%3DoLNyvsB4rq-O3JholTvWiyNugSTe7T1khqJzjKyl2sjEKmjWqLYwwg%3D%3D%26ch%3DKp4cSAPzAx2Y7LAS2qkhZdyPuoS2m0nq0670MASOwpI5NRIGksRHxA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cwah8%40pitt.edu%7C0909431a32834ddd0a3208de8e88f907%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C639104916610433599%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TGMLmUvJoVxO9Qx4DPg%2BgQYsseT5iFI9AxH%2BGAplXnA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzuoy7kbab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yO4NORX8NjCCrN427G4Ed1XUZGkls96-KZLev9ditZn3QZV67pJrWAJbTOsCLQux1wSbwD1xU3k3n8kd07QlYltel8FVHXciaUs_NXXReYp6-nFiYLWftbZyctxszZbyXyYco6sZaYgOuF-zjykZotHWCwWcUokSMuhwnH7lf7pi4qWb4eFklL-PSnzjHFxKon7ImvYA5WJRkxiz3jedvA%3D%3D%26c%3DoLNyvsB4rq-O3JholTvWiyNugSTe7T1khqJzjKyl2sjEKmjWqLYwwg%3D%3D%26ch%3DKp4cSAPzAx2Y7LAS2qkhZdyPuoS2m0nq0670MASOwpI5NRIGksRHxA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cwah8%40pitt.edu%7C0909431a32834ddd0a3208de8e88f907%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C639104916610458566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QT%2FORBUsXCuBzPVdpZGthNvl6iABsEGL43DeTpB6Eqs%3D&reserved=0


 

 
The 2026 UMPS CARE All-Star College Scholarship is now

accepting applications with a deadline of May 1, 2026.
Students may start their application and return to complete

it at their convenience. ﻿
﻿﻿

﻿About the Scholarship: The All-Star Scholarship is
designed for youth adopted at or after age 13. Recipients
can receive up to $10,000 per year, along with valuable
mentorship and support from an MLB umpire and their
family. Find qualifications and additional details here.

 
The Impact: Watch the video below featuring our first

graduate, Josh, who spoke at our annual Golf Classic as
we celebrated our 20th anniversary. Josh now serves as a

member of our Scholarship Committee alongside other
graduates - a testament to the transformative power of this

program. ﻿
﻿﻿

﻿How You Can Help: Know someone who may be eligible?
Please encourage them to apply and share this opportunity

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzuoy7kbab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yO4NORX8NjCCrN427G4Ed1XUZGkls96-KZLev9ditZn3QZV67pJrWDU-QLcfPXFzKQEPctSKwh9tV3yj3_OS1Otk-Qv2iV8sVBOn7M-xxblBt8nIUgtuxVZTA3zARBA4sVGnvdhQ1BL-pwxJvhS980gWvBnufwozl1vt--nQqQ0w_hOQz-H6yzVJeQkPuOciSFf7i7VKdwNhflbut-Elyg%3D%3D%26c%3DoLNyvsB4rq-O3JholTvWiyNugSTe7T1khqJzjKyl2sjEKmjWqLYwwg%3D%3D%26ch%3DKp4cSAPzAx2Y7LAS2qkhZdyPuoS2m0nq0670MASOwpI5NRIGksRHxA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cwah8%40pitt.edu%7C0909431a32834ddd0a3208de8e88f907%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C639104916610483493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c8rn8eNDT2DoKlQK7JY81skYXoWUOn%2Fml0f0Z8sVLkg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzuoy7kbab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yO4NORX8NjCCrN427G4Ed1XUZGkls96-KZLev9ditZn3QZV67pJrWAJbTOsCLQux1wSbwD1xU3k3n8kd07QlYltel8FVHXciaUs_NXXReYp6-nFiYLWftbZyctxszZbyXyYco6sZaYgOuF-zjykZotHWCwWcUokSMuhwnH7lf7pi4qWb4eFklL-PSnzjHFxKfxKkV7pYOjjbOkZxUvQcXg%3D%3D%26c%3DoLNyvsB4rq-O3JholTvWiyNugSTe7T1khqJzjKyl2sjEKmjWqLYwwg%3D%3D%26ch%3DKp4cSAPzAx2Y7LAS2qkhZdyPuoS2m0nq0670MASOwpI5NRIGksRHxA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cwah8%40pitt.edu%7C0909431a32834ddd0a3208de8e88f907%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C639104916610510943%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oER9NoiurOclq5fICxIiAHnrXfKHdXhDM98MDPfOOxw%3D&reserved=0


with youth and families in your network. ﻿
﻿﻿

﻿Questions? Contact Jennifer.Jopling@UmpsCare.com
 

APPLY TODAY

 

 

 

DONATE TODAY

UMPS CARE Charities | 4185 Carvel Lane | Edgewater, MD 21037 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

 

mailto:jennifer.jopling@umpscare.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzuoy7kbab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yO4NORX8NjCCrN427G4Ed1XUZGkls96-KZLev9ditZn3QZV67pJrWDU-QLcfPXFzKQEPctSKwh9tV3yj3_OS1Otk-Qv2iV8sVBOn7M-xxblBt8nIUgtuxVZTA3zARBA4sVGnvdhQ1BL-pwxJvhS980gWvBnufwozl1vt--nQqQ0w_hOQz-H6yzVJeQkPuOciIaz-frEozdgw2yrY8eEhcw%3D%3D%26c%3DoLNyvsB4rq-O3JholTvWiyNugSTe7T1khqJzjKyl2sjEKmjWqLYwwg%3D%3D%26ch%3DKp4cSAPzAx2Y7LAS2qkhZdyPuoS2m0nq0670MASOwpI5NRIGksRHxA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cwah8%40pitt.edu%7C0909431a32834ddd0a3208de8e88f907%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C639104916610532645%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Sqsib2M1DV71j%2B6l6etWJigeWhERLCY3v480%2FAJahoA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzuoy7kbab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yO4NORX8NjCCrN427G4Ed1XUZGkls96-KZLev9ditZn3QZV67pJrWMWuOD9Z4bxBxiA_fbFoebN_SQjST9vx-hl9gE-cYDIHtOeknquybZYH9VchRBUr6lv5KKygdpwPvXqf7BBOOhYlXJZgWv-LqXi1r1jGqeAjlPNilXKIN9oqs2Hc8sBN-A%3D%3D%26c%3DoLNyvsB4rq-O3JholTvWiyNugSTe7T1khqJzjKyl2sjEKmjWqLYwwg%3D%3D%26ch%3DKp4cSAPzAx2Y7LAS2qkhZdyPuoS2m0nq0670MASOwpI5NRIGksRHxA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cwah8%40pitt.edu%7C0909431a32834ddd0a3208de8e88f907%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C639104916610550738%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iwCs1o%2B5B7cde19VOD8Zm3OBocv6Lj9wReq0qz45qKs%3D&reserved=0
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Protecting Access to SNAP for Youth Aging Out of Foster
Care: ﻿

﻿Critical Strategies for State Implementation
 

Young people play an
important role in shaping our
society and contributing to
their families, their
communities, and our
collective future.
 
Unfortunately, in a step
backward last year, the
budget reconciliation bill
added significant hurdles for
young people accessing
SNAP—the single most
important anti-hunger
program in the U.S.
 
Specifically, the bill removes
important provisions
exempting young people
aging out of foster care and
young people experiencing
homelessness who do not
have children from SNAP’s
time limits and work
requirements.

 

Resource: Protect Youth Access to SNAP

 
For young people aging out of care, SNAP benefits act as a buffer against the
economic and health impacts of food insecurity, allowing youth who have experienced
foster care or who are experiencing homelessness to afford groceries.
 
While these protections have been repealed at the federal level, state agencies
can still
Implement strategies to limit the harm, including:

·     Leveraging discretion in current regulations to help young people avoid time
limits and work reporting requirements.

·     Implementing strategies to ensure young people in postsecondary education
and training are exempt.

·     Working with community-based organizations to ensure young people are
aware of SNAP requirements and relevant exemptions.

 
We owe young people the support they need to stay healthy and pursue their goals
without fear of going hungry.
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Download our latest resource, the related brief, and the advocacy guide developed
in partnership with Food Research & Action Center, iFoster, National Homelessness
Law Center, Think of Us, and Youth Law Center.

 
Have a great weekend.
 
Thanks,
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